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         Publically Available FSC Controlled Wood Risk Assessment

      2200 Powell Street, Suite 725 

 (based on FSC-STD-40-005 V 2-1 Annex 2 and  FSC-ADV-40-016 V1-1)

        Emeryville, CA 94608 USA

To be completed by client   Stimson Lumber Company
To be completed by SCS

Date of Risk Assessment: 4-16-10
Date Approved:      
Country and District of Origin: USA, Montana
List your sources of information below.







1. 

	Illegally Harvested Wood

The district of origin may be considered low risk in relation to illegal harvesting when all the following indicators related to forest governance are present:
	Findings 
	Resulting Level of Risk

	1.1 Evidence of enforcement of logging related laws in the district.
	All logs acquired falls under the Montana Forest Practices Act which requires a permitting prior to harvest stated in their web site. http://dnrc.mt.gov/forestry/Assistance/Practices/fpractices.asp  
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Low Risk

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Unspecified Risk

	1.2 There is evidence in the district demonstrating the legality of harvests and wood purchases that includes robust and

effective systems for granting licenses and harvest permits. 
	The State of Montana's forestlands are governed by the States Forest Practices act.  Permits are inspected and enforced and evidenced in the Momtana Forest Practices Year End Report.

As referenced in the same above web site, the Forest Practices Notification Law states the best practices, audits and conformances by the MEQC of Montana reported bi-annually to the state legislature.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Low Risk

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Unspecified Risk

	1.3 There is little or no evidence or reporting of illegal harvesting in the district of origin.
	A Notice of Violation (NOV) is issued when repeated unsatisfactory conditions and/or servere resource degradation are observed during an inspection.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Low Risk

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Unspecified Risk

	1.4 There is a low perception of corruption related to the granting or issuing of harvesting permits and other areas of law enforcement related to harvesting and wood trade.

	2008 Forest Practices inspections revealed very good compliance with the Montana Forest Practices Rules;  Best Management Practices are being successfully carried out by a majority of the operators conducting harvesting operations in the state (Montana BMPs Year-End Report 2008)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Low Risk

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Unspecified Risk

	2. Wood harvested in violation of traditional or civil rights
The district of origin may be considered low risk in relation to the violation of traditional, civil and collective rights when all the following indicators are present:
	Findings 
	Risk Level

	2.1 There is no UN Security Council ban on timber exports from the country concerned.
	According to the FSC Cotrolled Wood Toolkit, Within the U.S. there is no UN Security Council ban on timber exports.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Low Risk

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Unspecified Risk

	2.2 The country or district is not designated a source of conflict timber (E.g USAID Type 1 conflict timber).
	According to the FSC Cotrolled Wood Toolkit, THe applicable districts are not designated as a source of conflict timber.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Low Risk

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Unspecified Risk

	2.3 There is no evidence of child labor or violation of ILO Fundamental Principles and Rights at work taking place in forest areas in the district concerned.
	According to the FSC Cotrolled Wood Toolkit, child labor does not occur systematically.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Low Risk

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Unspecified Risk

	2.4 There are recognized and equitable processes5 in place to resolve conflicts of substantial magnitude pertaining to traditional rights including use rights, cultural interests or traditional cultural identity in the district concerned.
	According to the FSC Cotrolled Wood Toolkit, the US has recognized and equitable processes are in place to resolve conflicts of substantial magnitude pertaining to traditional rights including use rights, cultural intrests or taditional cultural identity.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Low Risk

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Unspecified Risk

	2.5 There is evidence of no violation of the ILO Convention 169 on Indigenous and Tribal Peoples taking place in the forest areas in the district concerned.
	According to the FSC Cotrolled Wood Toolkit, ILO Fundamental Principals and rights at work are generally respected.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Low Risk

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Unspecified Risk

	3. Wood harvested from forest in which high conservation values are threatened by management activities
The district of origin may be considered low risk in relation to threat to high conservation values if:

a) indicator 3.1 is met; or
b) indicator 3.2 eliminates (or greatly mitigates) the threat posed to the district of origin by non-compliance with 3.1.
	Findings 
	Risk Level

	3.1 Forest management activities in the relevant level (eco-region, sub-eco-region, local) do not threaten ecoregionally significant high conservation values. OR
	Montana's Forest Practices Act, Stream Management Zone Law & Rules, and other state laws address HCVF.  There are specific guidelines pertaining to riparian and wetland areas, legacy trees, downed woody material and to threatened and endangered species. The appicable Practice Rules addressing HCVF are found in the DNRC Forestry Division http://dnrc.mt.gov/forestry/Assistance/Practices/fpractices.asp   .  www.worldwildlife.org/science/ecoregions/ Eco-region is temperate broadleaf & conifer areas of North America. 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Low Risk

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Unspecified Risk

	3.2 A strong system of protection (effective protected areas and legislation) is in place that ensures survival of the HCVs in the ecoregion.
	Montana's Forest Practices Act, Stream Management Zone Law & Rules, and other state laws address HCVF.  There are specific guidelines pertaining to riparian and wetland areas, legacy trees, downed woody material and to threatened and endangered species. The appicable Practice Rules addressing HCVF are found in the DNRC Forestry Division http://dnrc.mt.gov/forestry/Assistance/Practices/fpractices.asp   
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Low Risk

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Unspecified Risk

	4. Wood harvested from areas being converted from forests and other wooded ecosystems to plantations or non-forest uses
The district of origin may be considered low risk in relation to conversion of forest to plantations or non-forest uses when the following indicator is present:

[Note: the change from plantations to other land uses is not considered as conversion].
	Findings 
	Risk Level

	4.1 There is no net loss AND no significant rate of loss (> 0.5% per year) of natural forests and other naturally wooded ecosystems such as savannahs taking place in the eco-region in question.
	USDA Forest Service RPA Data 2007 states Montana has had no loss of total acreage of forested land.

State of America's 

Forest" by Mila Alvarez, the Rocky Mountain region of which Montana is a part, has had a net annual gain of 1,328 million cubic feet of growing stock timber as of 2006 data.  This information was gleaned from the USDA Forest Service, Forest Inventory Analysis Program, 2006.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Low Risk

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Unspecified Risk

	5. Wood from forests in which genetically modified trees are planted
5. The district of origin may be considered low risk in relation to wood from genetically modified trees when one of the following indicators is complied with:
	Findings 
	Risk Level

	a) There is no commercial use of genetically modified trees of the species concerned taking place in the country or district concerned. OR
	There are no commercially used GMO's in Montana and a permit would be required and none have been issued.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Low Risk

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Unspecified Risk

	b) Licenses are required for commercial use of genetically modified trees and there are no licenses for commercial use. OR
	     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Low Risk

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Unspecified Risk

	c) It is forbidden to use genetically modified

trees commercially in the country concerned.
	     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Low Risk

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Unspecified Risk


Sources of information: 

http://fsccontrolledwood.org

2008 Montana Forest Practices Year-End Report, http://dnrc.mt.gov/forestry/Assistance/Practices/fpractices.asp  
Alvarez, M. 2007. The State of America's Forests.  Bethesda, MD: Society of American Foresters

See Stimson Web for these findings for public view or complaint submission.  Stimson Lumber will respond to all inquiries with in 2 weeks.
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